— 2 — _ 3 
— — — — —— 2 
" 


— —— 22 


5 2 


— 
— 


8 


"# 


* Op 


ed 
o 


* 


+ 


iD : 80 
38's Q.. 3 
4 \ . A @ 
. _ De 2 7 . 4 
41 1 2 2 2 8 ; 
7 4 2 L 
4 8 8 
2 33 x: e 3 
8 


No. 
1 


— 
— 
} 


TRAORDINARY REV 


* 


— 7 « = — 
"E d Ad, W; * 8 3 2 
2 l * GB 
Mo”, 2 "> 
: 'Þ 1 
* * * 1 


INT ED AT w. SHEL 


. 


. 


8 


3 
# © 
0 
4 
5 * 
5 
/ 
\ 
* 
9 * 
i 
. 
* . 4 el 
* 
- 
4 
Þ * / 
*, 
" "£4 
1 , 
1 £ 
8 * 
4 
| 
1 
4 


42 


— 


o - * 2 1 
Fre 


- * 
A "=> 


n 
. 


ee 8 ee, —— 


en IT erat Prog 


4 

SELECTION 
An Account of the Revival at Blidwarth, near Vorting-. 
| ham, i ma Letter to the Rev, F. Weeley. a 1 
4 (By MR, Jonn MOON.) 2 
2 = ad very 4 sir, | "i ; 
| 3 received an account of the revival of the work 1 ö 
of God at Blidworth, from a friend there, I thought i it 4 
Proper to give you early intelligence of 1 A | 5; k 


2 


„After the preaching on Sunday evening, Septem- 3 
ber 13, 1790, some friends stayed to pray with two 
women, who were in great distress. While they were 
engaged in prayer, a young man began to cry for mercy, 1 
as from the depth of hell, and soon after, his younger ""IY 
brother. The cries of the distressed were very affecting. 
The two women fainted beneath their load. A EW 
friends continued in the chapel with them ul 7 GS 5 
: 0 clock, and then accompanied them home. O i \ 
| young men was set at liberty about half past clew 


"Sas 


the other at a quarter past twelve o'clock. . 
lieve their conviction began partly, on hearing of 


B 2 


4” 


. brother's conversion at Nottingham. We had such an 
out- pouring of the spirit, that there was scarce a Soul fo 
unaffected. Some of the believers were so happy in 
8 God, that they could scarcely contain themselves. 


, On. Monday night, 8 September 14, a few friends 
met at a house to praise God for the blessing bestowed 
upon them the night before. While one was at prayer, a 
Woman was uncommonly affected, and remained in the 
greatest distress imaginable, till between one and two 
| o' clock; when the Lord set her soul at liberty. 


| | Another received the blessing as he went Rome + and 0 
another the same night. 


On Tuesday night we e had a prayer meeting: ak 
it was a blessed time indeed. Many believers were $0 
T overwhelmed with the love of God, that they had 

cScarce the use of their bodily powers. Wednesday, a 

boy, fifteen years of age, was e into the rey 
of the sons of God. 


* On Sunday morning, September 20, one of * 
£ Local Preachers preached on, He became poor, that we 
through his poverty might be made rich; when one man 

' roared out for the disquietude of his soul. In the even- 
ing Mr. A. preached an alarming discourse, on They | 
made light of it, When the preaching was ended, 
. friends stayed in the Chapel to pray with two or 
N bat were greatly distressed: in a short time six 


wed out from a feeling seuse of their having sin- 
Winst God. They continued in prayer with them 


4 5 # oy 3 | 
| ne hours; during which time, one young man 


LIME 
ds. TE 
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„ On Monday a ans woman could praise 


God, having found redemption in the blood of Christ: 
and was happy beyond expression: and on Wednesday, | 
another man could testify that God, for Christ's sake, 

had forgiven him all his sins. At the same time also 
another young man found rest to his soul, who had been 
in great distress four days. He cried out in the most 
dreadful manner: sometimes he thought he saw hell, 
and the devil ready to drag him into it; while his 
groans were enough to pierce the hardest heart. But 
he can now W with joy unspeakable and full of 
5 glory. | 
es On Friday, 'A 1 could praise 4 and sing re- 
deeming love. He came at first, to mock; but was soon 
struck to the heart; and found no rest, till he found 
peace through believing. Sunday 27, was a blessed day 
to many souls. On Monday morning, a woman found 
Christ, to the joy of her soul: and at night a man was 
set at liberty, with the application of these words, Thy 
Sins which auere many, are all forgiven thee, He Stood | 
amazed, and wondered; when that text was applied to 
5 his mind, The wind bloweth where it Iisteth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it | | 
cometh, or avhither it goeth: 59 15 every one who it Born 
of the spirit. But he is now more happy than can be 
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« Qn Monday October 11, at a prayer-meeting, a a 
woman was in deep distress; but in a little time * 
Lord set her soul at liberty; when she got up and 
licly declared what God had done for her. 'Two © ge 
and two or three boys now began to cry out for the di”. * 
8 


duietude of their souls. The cries of the distrest became 

80 great, that the voice of those who pray ed could no 
longer be heard. It was a most awful place. Two of 
the boys appeared as in the agonies of death; and a 
woman in as great a struggle for sanctification. We 
continued in prayer with them till between eleven and 
twelve o' clock, when one of the boys appeared as dead 
for some time; but soon after che Lord set his soul at li- 
berty, and he could praise God for redemption in Jesus 

| Christ. The next morning another lad was made par- 
If. taker of the same blessing. During the time of the 
: people's distress, one young man went out to mock ; but 
soon asked to be admitted again. After he entered the 
Chapel, he was 80 struck, chat he was constrained to cry 
out, and acknowledge bei re God and the people his 


wicked intention, and how the Lord had convinced him 
of his error.” 


'This, Sir, 1s a brief account af the age wk of God 
iq 3 0 amongat us. I trust it will go on, and that we shall 

ba ve an interest in your prayers. I am, Rev. Sir, your 
dutitul son and seryant in the gospel, 


J. NI. 


— ä in eg el — 
7 4 
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| 5 af the Wark of Cod at ent ma Letter to the 
| | Kew, "eo Wesley. 


nn Newry, Oct. 14 790. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 


osbice to have an opportunity of giving you a more 
ticular account of the work of God here than you 
Have Per received, The first night in which it broke 


CO PS 
out particularly, five sinners were justified, and one poor 
backslider restored; all of whom to the present are 
strictly pious, and very happy in God. Two of these 
five were not in Society, but as soon as they obtained a 
sense of pardon, they rejoiced at the prospect of being 
now united to a people, among whom they had found rest 
to their souls. The oldest members of the Society did not. 
remember a meeting in this town so remarkably blest as 
this was; but soon after they were witnesses of several 
that far exceeded it. It was a new thing here, for peo- 
ple to continue Wrestling in prayer, for four hours toge- 
ther, which has sometimes been the case of late. 
Our congregations soon increased: a divine power 
attended the word; and a solemn awe appeared on al- 
most every cou.:cenance. Few nights past without a 
prayer-meeting, after preaching, chiefly for the mourn- 
ers, whose cries might be heard at a considerable dis- 
tance from the Preaching-house; and were enough to 
pierce any feeling heart. Many of the careless and pro- 
fane gathered about the house, wondering what was 
the matter, but were not admitted, lest they should dis. 
turb those who were continuing with one accord in 
_ earnest prayer. Indeed some truly pious persons, who were 
only acquainted with God's ordinary method of working, 
began to reflect a little on what seemed to them confu. 
sion in our meetings; but after seeing the blessed effects, 
they are now fully satisfied, and heartily bless God for . 


stepping out of his ordinary method of | reg amon up . 


the children of men. 


September the stb, Was a night wach! to be remem- 
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. bered ; not only because five were set at liberty, but the 
bp pirit of prayer was poured in a wonderful manner upon 


the people; so that many went away under deep convic- 
tion. A man who loves God with all his heart, said, as the 


people were going away, such of you as have not received 
the blessing now, will assuredly receive it to-morrow 


night; and it was so, for most of them were comforted 
the night following. Brother Grace and J having been 


that evening at a new Society, two miles out of town; 


on our return to the house, we found there was a blessed 
work going on: for when we entered, we saw several 

persons, newly set at liberty, praising God, and full of 
rapture ; and others in the pangs of the new birth. We 


went to different parts of the house and prayed with the. 
distressed, some of whom in different parts of the con- 


9 gregation, soon had their sorrow turned iuto joy. 


Brother Grace on coming in, found a man roaring 


- aloud for mercy, who twenty years before had turned his 
back on the ways of God, and had given himself up to 
drunkenness. He prayed earnestly with him, and in a 
few minutes, he was taken out of the horrible pit, and is 
since a pattern of sobriety. On finding him happy, I 
went to look for his wife, who was a member of Society, 
but had for some time walked in darkness. She came run- 


ning to her husband, who was now remarkably happy: they 
both went to a corner, kneeled down, joining their earn- 
est prayers together, till in a few minutes her backslid- 


ings were healed, and her soul once more made happy in 
God. A young man who wrought with her husband, 


was made happy about the same time. After God had 


| vey. 9 
removed his guilt, he continued to clap his hands, and 
cry aloud for a considerable time, often lamenting that 
| he had not sooner believed such a blessing attainable, 

The nighr before our quarterly. meeting was a glo. 
rious time of the outpouring of the Spirit : 1 believe 
seven or eight then for the first time, felt the powers of 

the world to come. As we prayed for, and expected a 
gracious visitation on our Quarterly-day, we were not 
disappointed. One who had been in Society more than 
thirty years, now for the first time was enabled to „ 
joice in God his Saviour. He had been in great distress 
for some weeks before, and often apparently brought to 
the birth. A few minutes before the Lord visited him 
. with his love, one of our Leaders speaking his experi- 
ence, observed it was impressed on his mind, if we would 
all pray for that Brother, Gud would set him at liberty. 
We then prayed for him, and all in the house soon felt 
' the flame. About half an hour after, public thanks were 
returned for his conversion; and he is since very happy 
in God his Saviour. Some say that twelve besides him 
found the Lord, before the Love-feast was concluded. 
The Watch-night was also a happy season, at which 
time many more were justified freely. We suppose that 
during the Love-feast and Watch- night, twenty, at least, 
were brought into liberty, Three Papists have joined 
the Society of late; and two ot them are brought not on- 
ly from the superstitions of the Church of Rome, but | 
from darkness into marvellous light. Upwards of a 
hundred have joined this society since Conference, and 
I believe the greater part of them know in whom they _ 


316 


have believed. Very little, if any, wildness has appear- 
ed in this sudden work; the subjects of which have all 
along had the full use of their reason; and the conver- 
sion of sinners, and sanctification of believers, are the 
topics on which they delight to converse. Some parts 
of the country Circuit have caught the spirit of this re- 
vival! O that it may spread through it all! Our 
Lord is still carrying on his work here, and we trust he 
will do so till all become acquainted with him. I am, 
ors ws your affectio. ate son in the gospel, _ | 
1 M'DONALD. - 


© POSTSCRIPT, | 
IN A LETTER TO MR. BRADFORD. 
Newry, April 55 1791. 


At our last 3 the people were as much 
in earnest as ever, and about ten were brought out of the 
 Prison-house of sin, and enabled to praise a sin-pardoning 
God. Both at the Love-feast and Watch- night, the 

arm of the Lord was revealed, and believers rejoiced 
with joy unspeakable. There have been upwards of one 
hundred conversions in this town since Conference, and 
there is a Prospect of the work going forward. Glory 
be to God for reviving his work here! May he revive 
it every where, till Satan s kingdom be entirely des- 
troyed! 


| ” LETTER FROM MR. As MATHER, 


Giving an Account of the Late Revival of Religion at 
fa in Vorkshire. | 


Fer some years past, it has pleased the Ade to fa. 
vour the Society of Methodists at Hull with much peace 
and unity, particularly since the opening of their New 

Chapel; and they have not ovly increased in number, 

but most of them have experienced a gradual growth in 
the divine Life. During the time I have laboured 

among them, we have been blessed with awakenings, 
conversions, and now and then some entered into the 
liberty of pure love. When we heard of the great out- 
pouring of the Grace of God upon the Circuits in the 
West Riding of Vorkshire, where hu dreds and even 
thousands have lately been awakened and converted, a 
very earnest desire was kindled in the hearts of the peo- 
ple, especially among the leaders, for a revival in our 
society, and which impelled us to address the Throne of 
Grace, both in public and private, with ardent impor- 
tunity. One hindrance, perhaps, to such displays of the 
awakening power of God, as were manifested in other 
places, was, a too anxious attachment to decorum and or- 
der; and consequently a strong aversion to loud lamen- 
tations and cries, especially in the public congregation, 
which circumstances were common in various parts of 
the country where the work of conviction had recently 
broke out: However, at the Christmas Love-feast, this 
difficulty was surmounted; and in some degree we were 


willing to let God work upon the minds of the people, 
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Which way he pleased, altho' we should incur the dis- 
agreeable reproach of being accounted enthusiasts. A 
this meeting we were put to the trial, and bore it very 
well; one person being in great distress of mind, eried bs 
* mightily for merey, and was soon delivered. 


In the latter end of January, some of the brethren : 
came to me, and requested to have a prayer meeting 
appointed on Sunday evening after the service of the 
day, which was agreed upon. Soon after they were 
gone, I considered, that there was no necessity for 
deferring the meeting till Sunday, we coyld make a 
beginning on Tuesday evening, as I had that night . 
leisure: Accordingly, the people being apprised of 
it, we had a full congregation, and a very solemn sea- 
son. The hearts of the brethren, who exercised the 
gift of prayer, were much enlarged; and a general 
expectation was raised among us that the Lord would 
shortly answer our supplications. The meeting con- 
cluded about ten o'clock, but the people returned 
home with reluctance, and seemed much inclined to 
stay longer. Many were greatly quickened and ex- 
cited to double their diligence; one person found 
peace, and' another obtained the cleansing viren of 
the blood of Jesus. 4s 
From this time we embraced every oonartanity of: 
assembling together for public prayer; and were 
greatly encouraged to persevere in this duty, by an 
accession of serious hearers, and the satisfaction they 
manifested on these occasions. The mouths of many 
were likewise opened, and their hearts enlarged, 
who had never been accustomed to exercise in public - 


\ 
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before. And altho' we were not acquainted with 
many conversions, yet it was very evident the Lord 
was carrying on a great work among the people in 
general, as well as in the members of the- society. 


We had many tokens for good, MOON on the na- 
tional Fast- Day. 


On Sunday the 9th of March, after Mr. Brown had 
fone preaching, the prayer meeting began, and con- 
cluded at the usual time. But some who were in 
great distress would not depart from the place; they 
were therefore convened in the vestry, and several of 
our brethren assisted them by their supplications to 
the Fountain of Merey, till four or five persons ob- 
| tained divine peace and consolation. This being 
noised abroad, excited great expectations in the 
minds of many who ſelt the burden of their sins, and 
they came to the chapel on Monday evening. When 
Mr. Brown had concluded his discourse, he requested 
the Bands to meet in the vestry, and like wise invited 
any that were in distress to meet with them. But the 
vestry not being large enough to contain all that tar- 
-ried, they attempted to collect them into a body in 


one part of the chapel; this, however, they were not 


able to accomplish, because there were many, in 
great anguish of mind, in different parts of the chapel, 
and these required help as well as others; which 
obliged the brethren to pray with them, and encourage 
them to look unto the Lord for his promised salvation. 
In a short time, several who had been in great agony, 
found the blessing of forgiving mercy, and instantly 
* rising ap, declared what the Lord had done for their 8 
© 


* 1 5 

souls; and their friends who were around them, uni- 
ted together in praising the Lord in their behalf; 
while others, in different parts of the chapel still re- 
mained in distress. In this manner they continued 
till about ten persons found the Lord. 


From the circumstances, of two or three persons 
praying at the same time, in different parts of the cha- 
pel, while some were encouraging the distressed, and : 
others praising the Lord for benefits received, occa- 
. Sioned some idle by-standers to report thro” the town, 
_* that it was all confusion.” Undoubtedly, it must 
have had this appearance to persons destitute of sym- 
pathy for the disconsolate mourners, and uninterested 
in the happiness of pardoned penitents. But the 
seeming disorder, as matters then stood was unvoida- 
ble, nor did any disagreeable consequences follow. 
There were nothing irrational or unscriptural in these 
meetings. It was perfectly natural for sinners who 
were overwhelmed with a sense of their sin and mi- 
sery, to cry aloud for help to him who is mighty to 
save; and on some occasions, to be inattentive to a 
every surrounding object. They were conscious of 
the depravity of their hearts, and the sinſulness of 
their lives; —against God they had sinned and fallen 
short of his glory;—the burthen they felt was intole- 
rable; forgetting, for a moment, their fellow-creatures, 
they cried out aloud, for the disquietude of their souls, 
as if only God was present, and the sole spectator of 
their sorrows. When the answer of peace returned, 
and they were filled with unexpected and unspeaka- 


3 

ble comfort, it is no wonder if their joy was 
as excessive, for a = as their preveoing sorrow 
had been | 


Next evening, 41 the W pray er meeting, 
many who were groaning for redemption, retired into 
the vestry, and continued several hours in fervent sup- 


plication: about twelve persons found peace before 
they departed. In this manner the work went on 


during the first fortnight; at every prayer meeting, 
ten or twelve persons, and sometimes more, being 


> brought out of darkness into the light of God's re- 


conciled countenance, and some were likewise 
awakened at the same time. Ir. the mornings I was 
generally employed in visiting those persons who 
had recently tasted that the Lord is gracious, and in a 
few days seventy were added to the society: These 
being distributed among the respective classes, and fre- 
quently bringing others with them, were instrumental 
of spreading the work thro' various parts of the town. 
The class meetings were very lively, and frequently 
ſour or five persons were set at liberty every time they 
On the 23d of March, Mr. Grant kept a Love-feast 
at Beverley; many of our friends from Hull were pyp- 
sent, and spoke freely of the great things which the 
Lord had done for their souls; the brethren at Be- 
verley were much revived, and two or three were 
brought into liberty. The same evening, our meeting 
at Hull was accompanied with much of the divine 
presence, and a greater number tound peace aan on 
any former « occasion. 
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| March 25. I set out on my journey into Stafford- 
 $hire. Mr. Grant attended the prayer meetings at 
Hull that week and the following. From twenty to 
thirty persons found peace at every meeting, I re- 
turned on the 6th of April, and in the course en 
week added upwards of one hundred and fifty, the 
greater part of whom were awakened and converted 
: during the time of my absence. Mr. Stephenson 
from Bridlington preached, and attended the prayer 
meeting, Which continued till he began to preach 
again next morning at five o'clock. About thirty 
Were converted that night. The work continued to 


Prosper every day during the ensuing week, both 5 


at the chapel and in private houses. 


April 13, we had our Love- feast : Many of the 
new converts stood up beſore the congregation, and 
gave a clear and satisfactory account of the work of 
God upon their hearts. The meeting continued till 

five o' clock, and it was then with reluctance that 
they departed. The chapel was crouded with deep- 
ly $eriaus hearers at six o'clock, and the prayer 
meeting began as soon as the preaching concluded, 
and continued till ten, when the congregation was 
dismissed a second time, and they were intreated to 
return home, especially all Whose family affairs re- 
quired their attendance. But this requisition had 
very little effect, ſor the greater part continued in 
prayer till one or two o'clock; and even some re- 
mained till che morning preaching. Above twenty 
ſound peace. At this meeting were present many of 
our ſriends from the country societies, whose souls 


TY 
the Lord abundantly blesed; they returned home 
greatly rejoicing and praising God for the things 

which they had heard and seen. They likewise faith- 
fully represented these matters to their brethren in 


various parts of the circuit; their testimony was re- 


ceived, and through the divine blessing, proved the 


means of stirring up the people to seek the Lord 


with redoubled diligence and earnestness. From 


that time the work revived in many places in the 


country, and in a few weeks some hundreds were 
5 convinced and converted. 


Monday 14. This evening the prayer meeting | 
continued to a late hour, and many were brought into 
the liberty of the children of God. On Tuesday, the 
divine power was present to heal the broken i in heart 
in all the class-meetings. | 


April 18, being Good Friday, we met at five in 
the morning ſor prayer, and had a very gracious sea- 
son. At seven o'clock we had preaching, and again 
at six in the evening: The congregation was large 
and deeply serious. The prayer meeting continued 
till ten o 'clock, which was indeed solemn and lively, 
and several were delivered from the burden of sin. 
The congregation was then dismissed, but a large 


number remained in every part of the chapel, as well 


as in the vestry, in great distress. When these were 
released from their troubles, more and more fell un- 
der conviction, which unavoidably lengthened the 
meeting to a very late hour. It being impossible for 
those who had themselves tasted that the Lord is gra- 


cious, not to sympathize with their brethren whom 
8 | 


18 | 

they beheld in the greatest anguish of spirit; they 
could not refuse to watch a few hours with them, and 
afford them every assistance in their power, especial- 


Iy by their prayers and exhortations to look unto Jesus 


in faith for a present salvation. And many who had 


been delivered but a few days, or perhaps, a few 
hours, now became earnest and prevailing interces- 
sors for others. Even some who had ignorantly in- 


veighed against this extraordinary work, and repre- 
sented it as a scene of confusion and disorder, were 


constrained themselves, by the mighty power of God, 
to cry out for e as well as others. | 


Sunday 20. A large company a this 


morning at five o'clock to commemorate the Resur- 


rection of our Lord, and a still larger at seven o'clock. 
At six in the evening the chapel was crouded with a 
serious congregation, that cordially united in blessing 


| God, who according to his abundant mercy, had be- 
gotten them again to a lively hope, by the Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead. The prayer 


meeting began aſter preaching, and coatinued till | 


midnight, 


the young people in Hull, I wished to draw as many as 


Easter Monday, being one of the great We e oy 


15 possible from their wild and frantie ways, and engage 


them in better exercises; for this purpose I appointed 


a a prayer meeting at three o'clock, which was well at- 


tended, and the divine blessing visited the people. 


Before $even o'clock upwards of twenty prisoners 


were liberated from the bondage of sin and satan; 
and likewise many more the same night in the prayer 


meeting after the sermon. On Tuesday, several 
new places were opened for prayer meetings in dif- 
ferent parts of the town, which were well attended, and 
in most of them some were set at liberty. The work 
continued to prosper in this remarkable manner till 
the 12th of May, considerable numbers being Svoply | 
wounded and ee healed. 
Letter from Mr Moon, to the Rev. Dr. Cote. 
CO A 22, 1794. 
Rev. and dear Sir, | BOT won lh | 
N the divine W we have had! a gradual 
e the greatest part of the last year: many 
were enabled to testiſy that God, for Christ's sake, had 
forgiven their sins, and several backsliders were resto- 
red. At our Lady-day Quarterly-meeting we had a 
remarkably good Love-feast. The presence and 
power of God were unusually felt, and there was a 
cry among the people: but it was not attended with 
even the appearance of disorder. From this time, 
| the work went more swiftly on, and a prayer-meeting 
was established at the chapel every morning at five 
o'clock. The prayer-meetings in private houses 
also, became now abundantly more lively; so that, at | 
times, they could not break up till near midnight. 
In these meetings some cried aloud for mercy, while 
others as loudly praised God, for enabling them to 
| believe to the Saying of their souls. 


—— —— — — — — — — 
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Thus the work continued steadily prospering all 


| through this Quarter; seven or eight, and sometimes 


more, being brought into liberty every week. But 


at our last quarterly Love-feast the fire broke out in 


a more extraordinary and amazing manner. The 


meeting began with its usual calmness and order, and 
So continued till we were about to conclude. But 


while we thought hereon, a person came and request- 
ed our prayers for one in deep distress; and, soon 


after, the same request was repeated for a woman in 
the gallery. I then desired two or three of the Local 
Preachers to go and pray with her, intending to keep 
my place, and conduct the remaining part of the 
meeting with all possible decorum. It being howe- + 
ver, a new thing, and to them not a little strange, 


they appeared reluctant to go. I knew not now 


what to do; I hesitated for a moment; but the cry 
of distress still prevailing, I determined to sacrifice 
_ regularity to the season of usefulness which presented 
itself to me. I therefore went up into the gallery, 


and prayed with the afflicted person : But, I must ac- 
knowledge, so awkwardly did I enter on this impor- 
tant duty, thro' my great attachment to order, that 1 


found very little access to the Throne of Grace; and, 
Perhaps, as a punishment of my reluctance to engage, 


and my awkwardness in performing the work, I had 


7 not the answer of my prayer. When I concluded, 
one of the Local Preachers below, gave out a hymn 


and prayed. And now the power of God in a won- 


derful manner filled the place. The cries of the dis- 
tressed instantly broke out like a clap of thunder, 


21 
from every part of the Chapel, and the person's 
voice who was engaged in prayer, though excceding 

loud, could no longer be heard. I now determined 
to resume my place, that I might, at least in some 
tolerable degree, regulate our further proceedings. 
| But before I could accomplish this design, some of the 
Local Preachers had spread themselves among those 
who were so greatly distressed, and were praying ſor 
them; while others came enquiring what I Would 


wish them to do. I recommended to them the same 


work in which their brethren were already employ- 
ed; so that, I suppose, in two minutes, ten little par- 


ties were praying in different parts of the Chapel at | 


the same time. In a few minutes, one of our friends 
informed me, that seventeen persons found peace 
with God in the Gallery, and perhaps, at least, half 
that number below. I never saw any thing like it. 
It could not but appear to an idle spectator, all con- 
fusion; but to those who were engaged therein, it was 
a glorious regularity. It must be granted, that cries 
for mercy, and thanks for pardoning love, ascended 
in a wonderously mixed, but grateful i incense, before 
the heavenly Throne. 5 


It now became impossible to keep the meeting 
any longer in the usual form of a Love-feast, nor 
could we, but in a very irregular manner, make our 
eustomary collection ſor the Poor. The multitude 
came together, and the doors were thrown open: 
Many of those who entered, found that God was 
there both to convince and convert, before they leſt 
the place. As far as we could judge, upwards of 
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22 | | 
seventy persons found peace with God before the 
Conclusion; which did not take place till near two in 
.the morning. We could keep no regular Walch⸗ 
night, but continued in prayer, exhorting, and en- 
cCouraging the distressed, and praising God for those 
Who were brought out of darkness into his marvellous 


light; which almost all under 9 0 convictions oxpe- 
3 before they departed. 


The next night between seven and eight o'clock, 


as our friends were engaged in prayer, the flame _ 
broke out again; and continued bearing down every 
thing before it, till near one in the morning. The 
cries of the people were very loud, hut as there were | | 
many unconcerned spectators present, who kept 

walking up and down in the Chapel, talking to each 
other, &c. I was sorry to observe, that we had less 


regularity than on the preceding night. God, how- 


ever, was graciously present, both to wound and to 


heal. The out- pouring of the Spirit was now chiefly 


amongst young person. It was marvellous to behold _ 
boys and girls of ten or twelve years of age, so vio- 
lently agitated, and so earnestly engaged to obtain 
mercy; and more abundantly to observe the change 
which pardoning grace made even on some of their 

very countenances. Tho” sunk in the deepest dis- 


tress, and crying out under the bitterest anguish; yet _ 
when the Comforter came, their faces shone with 
holy joy, and their eyes sparkled with divine rapture! 
They wondered, praised, and adored !...and then, 
wrestled with the Lord for their elder relations. 


Even children sent on errands, entering the Chapel 


to see and he ar this strange work, partook of; the di- 
vine blessing, and went away, giving glory to God 
for pardoning all their sins. And so rapid was its 
progress, that some were both convinced and justified 
in an hour's time. About half past twelve o'clock, I 
made an attempt to gain the people's attention, by 
going into the Pulpit and sending the Local Preach- 
ers and Leaders to different parts of the Chapel for 
that purpose. This Succeeded beyond my expecta- 
tion; all were quiet; and now, by addressing myself 
to them in a way suited to the occarion, I was enabled 
to dismiss the assembly. 


On Wednesday likewise, about half past seven 
0 bebe as our friends were holding another prayer- 
| meeting, the goodness and power of God were dis- 
played again. But they now met with considerable 
interruption from such as were collected to gainsay 


and mock. The kingdom of Satan was powerfully 


shaken, and his children were stirred up to support 
his sinking cause, by endeavouring to stop what they 
1 called the madness of the Methodists. Nineteen or 
twenty Constables, I was informed, were brought in- 
to the Chapel to watch over us. The good work, 
however, went on, and there was no business for | 


them, except to behold the wonders of grace Which 


God was working in the earth; and to become the 
astonished witnesses of that great Redemption which 
| several found thro' the Blood of Jesus. 


In che three days above alluded to, one hundred per- 
sons, or upwards, struggled into the gracious kingdom 
of our God and Saviour: besides a number that were 


now alarmed with a sense of their danger. Husbands 
and wives, parents and children, masters and servants, 
not knowing the change that had taken place in each 
bother during these opportunities, afterwards exulted to- 
gether in the love of God, and admired the power of 
| changing Grace. 
Since that period, the work has prevented in ales 
rapid, and of course, in a more regular way. Two or 
three, and sometimes four or ſive, have been brought to 
God at a prayer- meeting: And praised be the Lord, 
: thus it continues still. Last Thursday night, the meet- 
ing of the Bands was a particular season; it lasted from 
nine o'clock, till near one in the morning: during which 
time, I am told, four or five persons were enabled to 
love God with their whole heart; and the rest were 
abundantly refreshed and strengthened in the way. 
Even little boys and girls have now prayer- meetings 
among themselves; and one company of lads, meet 
constantly in the evening, when the weather is fine, in a 
field; they form a circle, and pray for each other, till 
they have some signal answer of divine approbation. 
In this meeting, simple as it may appear to some, two 
or three have sometimes been set at liberty before they 
parted. From the reflections I have been led to make 
on this extraordinary work, together with what has 
lately taken place mostly through Vorkshire, I am led 
to conclude, that this must surely be a prelude to that 
glorious conquest of Grace, which we are prophetically 
assured, shall take place in the last days; and hence, is 
eminently preparing the way for the grand Millennial 


Reign of our Redeeming Gov, Amen, Ewen w, come, | 
Loon Jz8vs. I am, with all due respect and affection, - 
dear Sir, your's in the * . 


J 
letter from Mr. Wa 4, to = PAL Ds. Fa 
Walled Fane , 1994 
Ney ant Jae Sir. | 5 . 4 


Tr has been a gradual ingnthering 1 in almost every 

place in this Country ever since the last Conference, but 
more abundantly so since the 3d of February last, when : 
our friends at Woodhonse, near Leeds, met together for 


a prayer-meeting, at eight o'clock in the evening. 
Soon after they had begun the Lord poured down. his 
Spirit; one, and then another, found peace with God, 


While others entered into a fuller rest. They continued 
their meeting till about six in the morning, during which 
time, about twenty persons were brought into liberty. 
On Tuesday evening they met again and continued in 
prayer all night: About twenty more found a sense of 
pardon, or were enabled to give the Lerd their whole 
heart. On Wednesday evening they continued in re- 


lgious exercises all night in the Chapel, and about thir. 


ty could praise God for deliverance. In the morning, 

many who yet remained in distress, went to different 

houses, begging the people to pray with them, and 

during that day, about fourteen rejoiced in God 
| - 


26 
their Saviour. At night they met at the usual hour; 
the Chapel was crowded, and many could not get in: 
They wrestled all night, and near twenty could testify 
that God hath power on earth to forgive sin. Ever 
since, it hath increased in that place, though not with 
any great rapidity. Soon after the work broke out in 
several other places, and hath now, I am informed, 
reached almost every society in Leeds Circuit, About two 

thousand have been added in that Circuit the last year. 
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| On our last quarter-day, at the Watch: night, the 
Lord began to work in Wakefield, in a manner we had f 
not seen, and by one o' clock in the morning about 
twenty persons could praise God for justify ing or sancti- 
fying grace. On the 12th ult. we had another Watch- 
night: we began at seven o'clock, and for more than 
two hours there seemed rather a dulness both upon the 
Preachers, and people: But God was intreated, and in a 
short space of time there appeared to be twenty persons 
on their knees crying for mercy, some of whom were, 
in about half an hour, rejoicing in God, and publicly 
declaring what the Lord had done for their souls. This 
had a happy effect on others, and many were brought 
under deep convictions by hearing and seeing the happi- 
ness of those that had found peace. We continued till 
after four in the morning, in which time near one hun- 
dred persons were either made happy, or deeply sensible 
of their guilt and misery. We have now some stirring 
up in every place in our Circuit, and sinners, of every 
description, are brought from darkness to Habt, and 
from the power of Satan to Gop, 
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: Some of those persons had been in Society for months 
or years, resting in good desires; others had only 
heard preaching a few times; and many had no concern 


till the moment they were cut to heart with a painful 


sense of their lost condition. In some, the distress was 
great, the anguish of spirit affecting the body, and 
drops of sweat isgued from every pore; in others, there 
was no remarkable terror, but a consciousness of the want 
of divine faith and love. Sometimes they continued an : 
hour or two without any deliverance, but many were 
enabled to believe much sooner. Those that are brought 
through much distress, are generally led into a calm 
waiting in hope, a few minutes before they are delivered 
from their guilt, and then in a moment break forth in 
praise and thanksgiving. These frequently discover a 
peculiarly tender sympathy with those who remain in 
distress, an ardent love and gratitude to those who pray - 
ed with them, and, almost universally, a rep concern tor 
their unconverted relations. | | 


When we are in a small house, only one prays at a 
Fe time with those who are in distress, but when in a large 
hause or chapel, and Several persons are crying for mer. 
ey, they form a little circle of serious persons around 
every one who is in bondage, and one after another, 

pray till the soul is set at liberty. Sometimes we have 
ten or more of these little companies in a Chapel, at a 

time. To a locker on, it must appear very confused, but 

to those who are engaged with the distressed, it seems 
like being in a little room, agonizing for one soul that 
Is just ready to o pana, and often have I found it a little | 
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heaven to my” own soul. Glory * to God for ever, 
Amen! T am, dear Sir, your” $ affectionately, 


Jawirs Woo. 


p. 8. 1 4 have . tive this en 6 5 


been chiefly carried on in prayer-meetings, though 
preaching is owned in a manner it was not before. We 
seldom preach in any country place or in town, but we 

| pend an hour or two in singing and prayer afterwards ; | 


and if there be any in distress, we very continue 


with them till they are delivered. 


* ww — 


"Fm rom Me. aue, to the Rev. Dr. Ge.” 


M* dear Prother, 


Tue great work of God i in Halifax Circuit and its 
neighbourhood, is almost indescribable; I scarcely 


| know how to relate the circumstances thereof. It began 


at Greetland, which for many years had been proverbially 


dead, so that the Preachers had often serious thoughts 


of intirely giving it up. It was in a Love-feast that an 


' uncommon measure of the spirit of prayer was given to 


my dear fellow-labourer, Brother Lomas, and also to 


many of the people. The power of God descended in 


an extraordinary manner; and the Spirit of Life from 
the Holy One visited many mournful hearts with peace 


and love, and enabled them to return home rejoicing in 
the God of their salvation. When these persons return- 
ed to their respective Societies, and related the great 


things which the Lord had done for their souls, many 


believed their testimony, and were excited to seek, 


8 | : 29 
with greater diligence than ever, the same mercies; and 
in a little time, — work n into ceveral — * 

of che auer 


? We have added about seven hundred persons in our 
circuit since last Conference; the far greater part of 
uv hom, there is reason to believe, are truly converted to 

the Lord, and can rejoice in him as their Saviour and” 
Redeemer. The work has commonly been carried on in 
prayer meetings: which were singularly owned of Gd. 
Frequently, ten, fifteen, or twenty souls, were either 
Justified or fully sanctified at one of these meetings. 
Very often, while one of the brethren was earnestly en- 
gaged in prayer, the power of God descended, and some 
began to be deeply affected, and cried aloud for mercy. 
Many were much agitated in their bodies, and even 
fainted away. The cries of others were very great in- 
deed, and they remained in distress for several hours, 
till they were sensibly delivered from their misery, and 
enabled to rejoice in God. It has been no uncommon 
thing for six, eight, or ten persons to be in distress to- 
gether, in the same room. In these cases our friends 
continued in prayer with them, till they were brought 
into the liberty of the children of God. I have con- 
versed with some hundreds of them, and have been sur- 
prised to hear the clear and distinct account which they 
gave of the work upon their souls. Some have now 
evidenced the reality of the change upon their hearts, 
for twelve months, by a holy life; so that the mouths 


SS” 


of gainsayers are nropped. 1 hope this work will gpread 
over the whole earth ! | 
I am your AE affectionate Friend and Reather, * 


RE, | — Crantns. ATMORE. 
June 20, 1794. „ 


| 4 short Account of Fames C bimley, of Riverbrilige, nee | 
Hoauden, in Yorkshire, Who died N 20, 7955 in 5 
_ the 14th year of his age. 


— Ja ames Chimley was born October 163 daes at Win 


terton, in Lincolnshire, where his parents were members 
of the Methodist society. In 1791 they removed to 

| Riverbtidge, where James was put to school and made a 
good proficiency in his learning. Early in the Year 
1794, he broke off from playing with his schoolfellows, 
and declared to them his wish and determination to 
turn to God. His mind was drawn heavenward, and 
is heart gradually prepared to receive the offers of mercy. 
On Easter Sunday, at a prayer- meeting, (according to 
an account of the work by my worthy predecessor, Mr. 
Mather“) he was made deeply sensible of his guilt, his 


misery, and danger; he earnestly cried for mercy, and 


was soon enabled to believe from his heart that Christ 
died for his sins, and rose again for his justification, 


| The love of God was shed abroad in his heart, which 


constrained him to declare what God had done for his 
soul. Praise and thanksgiving to the Most High dwelt 


& Arminian Magazins for 1994, Vol. xvii. p. 651, 


EO e 31 
upon his tongue ; while his soul breathed compatsion to 


5 all mankind. 

From chat t time, he continued remarkably steady and 

unblameable in his whole conduct, He never neglected 
any opportunity of hearing preaching, or meeting with 


christian friends in order to help one another in their | 


way to heaven; but as he found a sense of his acceptance 


with God in a prayer- meeting, he had a particular at- 12 5 


tachment to those opportunities where prayer and sing. 5 
. ing filled up the whole time spent together; and often 85 
returned from them full of peace and j joy in beliering. | 


Two things, presume, greatly contributed to his ihe 
_ stability, viz. a constant care to shun unpraſtable con- 

versation, and a diligent reading of the Scriptures. 
Whenever he was providentially in company with pro- 
fessors, or profane persons, if any thing was said 
contrary to truth and seriousness, he modestly reproved 

the person, and if any one persisted, he left the company _ 
as soon as possible. The Scriptures were his delight: OE, 


every vacant hour, and almost every leisure moment, 


was spent in reading the Bible. There he found his 


judgment informed, his mistakes corrected, his faith _ 


strengthened, his expectation enlarged, and his love to 
| God and man inflamed: and this endeared the word of 
truth to him beyond all description. Nor did he ever 
lose his relish for that word which had made him wise . 
unto salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus. 
When he saw others fall from their stedfastness, he 
never appeared to stumble at it in the least, but 
rather \ was more earnest in Jrayer lo God that he 
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might be preserved from turning back again to folly, : 
and his desire in this was graciously fulfilled. He 5 


| kept his confidence in God, and retained that peace 


which the world cannot give; and though he sensibly 


felt his want of entire holiness, and mourned on that 


account, yet he was happily preserved from giving 
up what he had, because he had not all he wanted. 
The great Salvation held forth in the Gospel, became 98 


the object of his desire and pursuit: daily did he plead 


the promises of God for a rene wal of soul in righteous- 


ness and true holiness nor did he plead in vain, for 
in November last, the Lord set his soul at full liberty. 


From which time his peace flowed like a river, and 


his Joy in God was more abundant than before. 


In February last, kia health began to ſail, but not 


bis confidence in God. He still shewed an entire 


submission to the divine Will, whether life or death 


should be the issue of his illness. On Tuesday, the 
31st of March, his father was taken ill of the scarlet 


ſever, which took him off on the Saturday following. 


When James was informed that his father was dead, 
he asked, „Was he happy in his soul?” One who 


had been praying with his father, replied, Yes; and 


asked James if he could give him up? With the 21 


greatest composure he ans wered, 6 I. can freely * | 


him up. . 


"During ls own Wewas, he spake very little unless 


in answer to any questions asked him; yet dicovered 
at all times an entire acquiescence with the will of 
God. On Saturday the 18th of April, I went to see 
him, and asked him, if he then enjoyed the peace of 


God ? To which he answered,“ Ves: I asked him, 
if he had any fear of death? To which he replied, 
No: ” The next morning I visited him again, and 
found him calmly rejoicing in God, and patiently 
waiting for his change, without the least fear of death 
or hell. Early on the following morning, the persons 
who watched with him perceiving symptoms of death 
upon him, they called the family together and two or 
three friends, who united in prayer and praise: The 
dying youth seemed to receive fresh vigour, and cried 
out „Glory he to God! Glory be to God!“ He then 
called his sisters to him, and with the most affectionate 
concern, said to them, Ah sisters! be in earnest.” 
To one of them, who had professed to have some 
serious impressions, but had turned back to the world, 
he said, Ah sister, what a sad thing will it be, if 
„should have to say, amen, to your damnation!““ 
Soon after, while one of the friends then present was 
ask ing him, if he found Jesus precious? he answered, 
« Sweet, sweet, Oh that T might go just now!“ 
and instantly leaned back his head and died. 


1 judge it may be proper here to notice a Joukls 
extreme which some of our own people are in danger 
of, as well as others, respecting the present revival 
of religion amongst the Methodists. Some old mem- 
bers of our society who have long known the favour 

of God, and evidenced living faith by the sure fruit 

which it produces, have found it, at first, hard to be- 
lieve that there is any thing genuine in the sorrows or 
. Joys of those who have heen brought in, on account 
of the noise and apparent confusion which have at- 
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tended some of the meetings; of course > they have 


9 
r 


not heartily closed in with the revival, nor exerted 


themselves to the uttermost to promote it. While 
others in the simplicity of their heart, believe every 
thing to be genuine, and every one that is in sorrow 


and afterwards appears to be comforted, to be truly 
converted to God, It seems probable, that the truth 


lies betwixt these: and therefore for any person to 


oppose every thing that is irregular, or borders on 


what some may call confusion; or to condemn all in 


the lump, seems to be not only far from the spirit of 


the christian, but even below the conduct of a can- 
did jew. Aets v. 38, 39, And to suppose that 
every one who professes a change of heart, is really 


converted to God, is more chan the Bible calls us 
| to believe. | | | 


| What then is our N o hw the best; to 


cherish every plant of grace, and affectionately to 


caution, instruct and advise all that have the smallest 
desire after God; to suspend our judgment where any 
thing i is doubtful ; and where there is an evident mix- 


ture, cautiously to check that which is wrong, with- 


out hurting what is of God. That there is a blessed 


and glorious work of God, though attended with 
some irregularity, I no more doubt than that of my 


own existence. The holy life, and happy death of 
| James Chimley is one proof, and there are hundreds 


in this Circuit who have been gathered into Society 


in this revival, whose conduct is every way an orna- 


ment to their profession. This is especially the case 


in Hull, where our old leaders are hearty in the work, 


JS: 
and as ſathers, care for those who are newly added to, 
their classes. May the Lord carry on his own work, 
in his own way, till the whole earth 1 is — with the | 
HON, of his glory! 
| J AMES woop. 
| Riverbridge Fuly 18, 1795. 
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le on "the 1 of Religion in the 5 
Peper. Meeting. | | 


For « some time past my mind has been engaged i in 
reflecting upon the manner in which the Lord has of 
late been pleased to revive his work amongst us, in 
Yorkshire, Lancashire, and several other parts of this 
nation. I have endeavoured to collect all the inſor- 
mation I could from those places where the revival 
has spread with the greatest celerity, and have like- 
wise been present at some places when it first began, F 
and was a witness of its rise, progress, and declension. 
Some with whom I have conversed on the subject, 
endeavoured to defend all the parts of its progress, 
the manner in which the meetings were conducted, 
and the proceedings of most or all who are more im- 
mediately engaged therein. Others run into the 
opposite extreme; they call it enthusiasm, madness, 
and the work of the enemy, and so far as their influ- 
ence reach, do all in their power to put a stop to it. 
Some pious persons compare it to that work which 
commenced in London in the year 1761, when Geo. 
Bell and his colleagues ran into such extravagancies; 


and they appeal to the Journals of Mr. Wesley, to 
shew the necessity of putting a stop to the present 
Prayer-Meetings. There is no doubt, but in the be- 
ginning of the Revival, in 1761, there was much good 

done, a considerable number were truly converted to 
Gov, and the work of Grace was deepened in the 
hearts of many. But the disgrace which was brought 
upon it at that time, arose from a few of the leading 
persons, giving way to dreams, visions, and sudden 
impressions on their minds; or, as they termed them, 


_ Rewelations from the Lord: whereby many were led 


astray. But the leading persons in the present revi- 


val, so far as I have had any knowledge of them, have 


given very little way to such things. In the former 
revival, the people were taught to believe that the 
Preachers were blind, ignorant, and unable to in- 
struct them in the way of righteousness; some few 
became wise above what is written, they laid aside 
the Bible, and declared that they had no farther need 

of being taught by man; the natural consequence of 
their proceedings were, that they laid themselves open 
to all the devices of satan, who transformed himself 


into an angel of light, and seduced them into the la- 


| byrinths of error and folly. But the case at present 
is widely different; the active persons in the Prayer- 

Meetings, in general, are remarkable for an affection= 
ate attachment to their preachers, they constantiy 

attend all the means of grace: they ardently love 
their Bibles; and steadily adhere 0 the Metbodiet 
_ doctrines and discipline. 


There are some who find fault with the 3 re- 
vival, because many of those who are zealous in pro- 


3 * 
moting it, are persons of mall abilities, or in a hum 
ble situation in life; but would it not be well ſor the 
odbjectors to enquire, Who were the men that Goo 
raised up to be so eminently useful, in the first revival 

of religion amongst the Methodists? What were 
their abilities? Have not many of the most useful 
preachers, been persons of no extraordinary talents, 
but only remarkable for deep piety, and fervent zeal? 
Besides; is it not an impeachment of Divine Wisdom 
to oppose a work, because the instruments are not 
such as we approve of? „Gop hath chosen the 
| weak things of the world, to confound the things 
which are mighty. And base things of the world, 
and things which are despised, hath Gop chosen: 
Yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are, that no flesh should glory in his pre- 
ence.” If the Lord pleases, he can make use of 
rams horns to overthrow the walls of Jericho. 


Another objection arises, from the disapprobation ex- 
pressed by some pious people in our connection against 
it; especially to the manner in which it is carried on; 
In answer to which, I beg leave to ask, Were there 
ever a revival of religion in which all pious persons 
agreed respecting the way or manner of its commence- 
ment or progress? If we only survey the beginning 
of Methodism, we shall find, that some excellent 
persons objected very much to the prayer-meetings, 

Love-feasts, Class-meetings, and even to public 
preaching, when it was out of that regular way to 
which they had been accustomed. At the present 

time, do not the Church People, Quakers, Dissenters, and 
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Methodists, ae with respect to the manner in 
vhich public worship ought to be conducted ? But 
would it be wise in any one party, to declare the 
other is not of God? Or to call them enthusiasts, | 
because they do not worship exactly in the same way 
with themselves? Besides, are there not some that 


have a name among us, Who do not enjoy that degree 


of liſe and zeal which they once possest? And unless 
they have a large measure of christian candour and 
ſorbearance, will not such persons object to every 
thing which is out of the common way, in Sn | 
% ee 


Lam far from endeavouring to i all the eir- 


"mates which have generally accompanied the 
work in most places: I have often observed, that 
there has been much more noise and disorder than 
was really necessary; tho? sometimes both are un- 


avoidable, except we interposed so as to quench en- 


_ tirely the spirit of prayer and holy desire, when they 
are beginning to enkindle i in the hearts of the people. | 


In the commencement of a revival, there is an ex- 


traordinary degree of the divine influence; many are 
awakened, and converted to God in a few days; the 
greater part of whom are generally such persons as 
have had their understandings previously enlightened, 
altho' their consciences were not sufficiently alarmed 
to urge them to lay hold on eternal life. But when 
the power of God is remarkably present in a meeting, 


then they begin earnestly to plead for mercy, and are 
soon enabled to rejoice in the Lord. And such per- 


ons, (for the most part,) are afterwards steady and 


pealous | in the way «f Codliner. In alittle time, 


many are drawn to the plate by curiosity; some 


them are soon affected; they ery aloud for pardon, | 
and presently become happy in the Lord;—not un- 
| frequently 1 in the same meeting they are both awaken- | 


ed, and find peace with God. These not having: | 


their understandings previously informed, are igno- 
rant of satan's devices; and perhaps, the very same 
evening, returning to a set of ungodly relations and 
companions, they are drawn back into their former 

darkness and hardness of heart, and seldom come 
among the people. again, But then there are others 
that have been thus suddenly brought to the know- 8 


x * of Christ, who continue stedſast to this 9 


When a revival has continued i in a + place for some 
| time, many of the persons who. are in distress in the 
meetings, are such as had found peace, but thro un- 
faithfulness, have lost the evidence of the divine fa- 
vour. And altho' great numbers have been much 
| blessed in the meetings, yet the increase in society is 
not so large as at the beginning of the revival. It has 
like wise been a grief to pious minds, that after the di- 
vine power and influence are in a great measure aba- 
ted in the meetings, some officious persons imprudent- 
ly continue to make the same noise and disorder, 
Which they did when the work was the most lively. 
Many can gladly bear with disagreeable things in a 
meeting, provided the power of God is present, and 
good is done: but they are justly offended when the 
eontrary is the case. But ought we not to endeavour, 
as 1 as possible, to retain all the good, and prevent 
; E 2 | 


the evil which too often mixes with it? And may we 
not hope for success, thro' the Divine Blessing, by at- 
tending to a few regulations? I am far ſrom suppos- 
| Ing that these regulations are the best which can be : 
laid down; and sometimes when the power of God is 

uncommonly present in a meeting, attending too mi- 


nutely to any particular plan, wks do much harm: L 
| God alone can direct at such blessed seasons. 


1. I would herefote recommend, that every meet- 
ing be begun with Singing a few verses, and solemn 
Prayer. Then let two or three pray in SUCCESSION, 
short and lively, while the congregation continue on 5 
their knees. If any persons are perceived to be in 
distress, some one should, in a low voice, enquire in- 
to their state; and if they be earnestly seeking par- 
don, or holiness, aſter giving them proper advice, and 
suitable encouragement to look unto Jesus in faich, 
and to venture their souls wholly upon him, let one 
pray for them, but not in too loud a manner; and 
others likewise should assist by prayer and animating 


5 „ exhortations, till the blessing of God descends upon i 


the penitent mourners. In a little time, probably, 
there may be several companies engaged in the same 
manner, in different parts of the meeting - and while 
| they are thus employed, a proper person should pre- 
side in the meeting, and occasionally address the 

congregation at large, intermixing hymns proper for 

the occasion, in which all may join, except those who 
are praying with the distressed. When there is 
good reason to believe that any of the mourners have 
tound divine consolation, the person who conducts 


prayer and thanksgiving. 


Secondly, It would be-of great ntility, if some 
friend, who is present with the mourners, when the 


Lord speaks peace to them, would enquire their 


names and places of abode, and either direct them to 
a suitable Class, or call upon them at a proper time, 
and introduce them to the meeting. For want of 
christian care and tender affection, many who were 


under serious impressions in the Prayer- meetings, 


but having no opportunity of being acquainted with 5 
real believers, or associating with them, they have soon 


fallen back again into the world. 


Thirdly. Our friends who ! in the Prayer- 


| meetings, ought to be exceeding careful that those * 


who exercise in prayer, are exemplary in their lives 


and conduct; because one unsteady or immoral per- 
son may do much hurt to the cause of God. It is 
likewise necessary in every meeting, to take care not 
to depend too much on any particular persons, by ex- 
pecting them to take the most active or useful part 


therein, lest our dependance be more in man than in 
God. But in the spirit of lively faith, and holy 
breathings after the Lord, let us come together, looks 
ing for his presence to be with us. 

E 3 


"the meeting should be made acquainted with it, in 
order that he may inform the congregation, when all 
woill unite in praising God for his mercy and grace. 
Attention to these circumstances will conduce to keep 
the people in their places, the different parties may go 
quietly on with those that are in distress, and all the 
congregation will be encouraged to pere vere in | 


— Cot A. 2 — 


4 5 
beet there may not be doch « measure of 
| Iife and power ina meeting as we hope and wish for, 
and then we are in danger of sinking under the 


temptation to unbelief, our spirits are apt to be de- 
pPrest, and we are ready to lay the blame upon this or 


the other person, especially if that person be not 
hearty in the cause. At other times we may be 


tempted to fear that the Lord is not willing to bless 


the people. If we give place to this temptation, it 
will soon rob us both of peace and power. At such 
times it will be well to examine, if there be any 
cause for the deadness and barrenness of the meeting, 
in order that it may be removed as soon as possible. 
Particularly we must take care not to be cast down or 
discouraged, because such seasons may sometimes be 
permitted as a trial of our faith; and there may be 
good done among the people, which we may not 
come to the e of for a considerable time 
5 ner: Fo 


| On the other hand, when many are . out of | 
4 darkness and distress, into light and liberty, thro! the 
extraordinary joy which we feel on such occasions, 
there is danger of lightness of spirit, except we 
guard very much against it. And this is the more 

necessary, because any degree of levity, would rob 

us of that solemn sense of the divine presence, which 
is always necessary, and more especially on such i im-. 


portant occasions. | 


When the meelings are concluded, we must still 
be upon our guard, for much good has been lost, and 


much evil arisen, from several persons collecting 


: | 13 
together at the door, or in the street, and in a trifling 
manner conversing about what has been done in the 
meeting, instead of retiring home, and praying eain- 
estly to the Lord, that the good which has been done, : 


may be lasting, and hke the good seed, bring forth 
ſruit an hundred fold to everlasting life. | 


When we meet with pious professors, who thro” 
prejudice oppose the work, and depreciate the good 
which is done in the Prayer-meetings, we must be 
careful in answering their arguments, not to admit 


37 of any improper warmth of spirit: Let all we say be 


in meekness and love. On some occasions, perhaps, 
the less we say the better Not that the subject is 
incapable of being defended by reason and scripture, 
but when the prejudice is very great, the voice of 
reason is too feeble to find its way into cheir hearts 
at that time: We must therefore suffer patiently, 
and wait in hope for a more favourable opportunity. 
Upon the whole, it is evident, that the Lord has 
blessed the Prayer-meetings, in many parts of the 
nation: — Thousands have been brought to the 
knowledge of God, some of whom are gone triumph- 
antly to paradise, and others are travelling steadily 
forward in the way to Zion. The Lord 1s still in the 
' midst of his people, and tho' the work is carried on 
ina way which the world despises, yet it is the way 
which God hath owned, and still continues to bless. 
The Methodists have long been in danger of Sinking 
into conformity to the world, In this late revival, : 


the Lord has again mercifully drawn the line. 5 | 


us now take care not to give place to that worldly 
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| prudence, which would much endanger the prosperity 


of Zion, All our friends who are engaged in the 


Work, should be careful not to be elated with the 
miles of professors, nor depressed by their frowns. 
Let us be zealous in promoting the conversion of sin- 


ners; holding fast the doctrine of a free pardon thro! 


the merits of Jesus, and that glorious privilege, -a 
present and full salvation. And tho' the meetings 
may sometimes be attended with noise and some dis- 
order, yet let us go steadily forward, hoping that the 
, present revival will continue to spread, | 


Till the earth is overflow'd, 
And the Universe fill'd with the Glory of God. 


1 remain, Your affectionate servant in the Lord, 


A WELL WISHER 10 Zion. 
— FO 


TO THE EDITOR. 


Penzance, April J I 799. 
Dear Brother, 


1 think it my duty to send you the . acegunt : 
of the prosperity of the work of God in this circuit; 


hoping that it will cause many to rejoice and give 
thanks ts our gracious God for his nnn. to 
_ ._ the children of men. POS TE Oo 


Religion has prospered in this circuit the two last 


years; and of late, I perceived the work deepening 


in the hearts of many, and a spirit of liberality and 
christian benevolence running through the whole. 
Our principal friends have lately established a fund 


. 5 
for the relief of our distressed members, and Wiha 
view to encourage their preachers to visit such, they 


have now put it into their power at once to minister 


to their bodies and souls. This benevolent institu- 
tion has caused hundreds of prayers to be offered up 
to God for us, that we might be blessed in our on 

souls, and that the work of the Lord might prosper in 
our hands. The people likewise discovered their 

zeal for the interest of Christ, in a singular manner, 
on another occasion, viz. When it appeared to them 
by the accounts of last year, that there was a probabi- T9 
lity of the Conference being obliged to take away the 


Preachers from some poor places, in whole or in part, 


and that the success of the Gospel would be greatly 
_ impeded for want of temporal assistance, their bearts 
bled; In order to remove the cause, (in some degree,) 
they considerably increased their yearly collection. 
On a farther representation of our embarrass ments, by 
a worthy friend who had been at Bristol during the 
| Conference, their yearly collection has this year, 
very far exoceded the last, and a spirit of liberalitj 
 seems to run through the whole circuit. I bear them 
record that to their power, yea, and many beyond 
their power, were willing to remove every impedi- 
ment that would prevent the spread of the everlasting | 
| Gogpel of Jesus Christ. Yet strange as it may ap- 
pear, we only added three members in the whole cir- 
cuit, from last Michaelmas to Christmas. Neverthe- 
less, when I considered the zeal which our brethren 
manifested for the cause of God, the love they shew- 
ed to the poor members of Christ, and the fervent 


| prayers which were incessently poured forth at the 
Throne of Grace, I could not help saying, , Surely 

the blessing of such as were ready to perish must come 
upon this circuit; and he that heareth in secret, will 
reward us openly, and tulfil all our requests.“ And 
so it came to pass. For at our Love-feast, on the 

: Christmas quarter-day, the Lord hegan to breathe on 
the dry bones, in such a manner as never was seen 
before in Penzance. Some who had been seeking 
the Lord for many years found him, to their unspeak- 
able joy. Since which time we have added about 
one hundred members to that Society. The flame of 


love which was kindled in the hearts of our brethren 


| who came from various parts of the circuit, that 
night, was carried into their respective Societies, and 
soon spread thro? the whole. Zion began to travail 
(in birth, for Christ to be formed in the hearts of the 

people,) and as soon as she travailed, she brought 
ſorth her children. This was first perceived in a lit- 
tle Society at Zonner; In one night about twenty 
stout-hearted sinners were constrained to cry aloud | 
for mercy; and some found the pearl of great price. 
Since which time, that Society, which consisted of 
about seventeen members, is increased to one hun- 
dred: about sixty of whom profess to have received 
the knowledge of nn by the remission of sins. 


About the same time a good work began i! in. - 
| small village near the Copper-house;—it soon reach- 
ed that society, which has increased from sixty-five 
members, to one hundred and fiſty. The Lord is also 
doing great things at Wall; eighty members have 


8 a 
been added to that Society within two months. In 
St. Ives the work is deep and so rapid, that the 
greatest opposers of Truth, are constrained to ac- 

| knowledge that this is the hand of God. We had a 
blessed quarterly meeting there on last Easter Tues- | 
day. The evening service began at six o'clock, and 
continued till about three the next morning. We 
assembled again at eleven in the forenoon, and the 
meeting continued till two o' clock the next morning. 
It is supposed, that one hundred and fiſty persons 
found peace with God in those two days and nights. 


. Society which consisted of about a hundred and 


sixty members for many years, with but little varia- N 
tion, has increased i in a few weeks to five hundred and 


5 fifty. 


Perhaps there never was a greater reformation 
in any parish than there is now in St. Just; within 
three months, instead of revellings and frantic mirth, 
which it was famous for; almost all the inhabitants 

seem concerned for their souls; many are deeply 

convinced of their lost state accompanied with great 

distress of mind; and when they obtain mercy, the 
transition is so sudden, from the depth of misery, to a 
state of unspeakable joy, that I think if an infidel SAW 
it, he must be convinced that it is the Lord's doing. 
We have added to that Society about three hundred 
within a few weeks. Our small societies, in general, | 
are in a very prosperous way, many of them having 
increased double in numher since Christmas. Our 
increase of members in the Circuit in the last three 
months, amounts to upwards of eleven hundred. - 
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But the glory of this work of God consists not only 
in the gathering of the people to Shiloh; but in the 
abundant grace which is given to our brethren, who 
have long professed to be the followers of Christ. 
| Many of whom are filled with faith and the comforts 
of the Holy Spirit, and they can now love God with 
all their hearts. The work in these parts, I hope, 
is not yet got to its meridian: Every day produces 
fresh instances of the power of God, to save the chief 
of einners. I have no doubt but it will prosper, 
while my fellow labourers, (both travelling and local 
preachers,) retain the spirit they are now of: Their 
_ whole souls are engaged in the cause of God. It 
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seems no cross to them, to spend whole nights in 


prayer and praise with the people. Indeed it is but 
seldom that they can get to rest before morning: 


But seeing their labours crow ned with such SUCCESS, 


they go on their way Shouting.- — 


Break forth into singing, ye trees of the wood, 
4 2 5 or Jesus is bringing lost sinners to God,” 


The same spirit runs thro? our leaders, stewards, and 


private members, all are striving together for the 


5 faith of the gospel, imitating Get great Redeemer, | 


who went about doing good. 
1 W your”: 8 very affectionately, 


my 1 Owen Davies, 


as 


Fron M r, Oven Davies, to Mr. Amore. 


PHEA 


Fa April 17, 1799. 
My dear Brother, 5 „ 
| 1 Cannot give you all the particulars of the work of 
God in this circuit, it is so exceedingly deep and wide. 
The account I sent to Mr. Story, pleasing as it is, comes 
far short of what might be said on the subject; especially 
as it respects our increase: for on a farther examination 
I find, instead of eleven hundred new members Since 
; Christmas, we have added upwards of fifceen hundred ; 
which will cause still greater gratitude to God for his 
| 8 204ness to the children of men, from all that wish well 
to Zion, So far as I can discern, the work in general is 
genuine. If conviction of sin, contrition for sin, and 
salvation from sin, prove it to be of God, I have never 
seen such instances of it, Indeed it is so evident, that 
I know no Methodist in the whole circuit that doubts 
it: even the Quakers say, „It is the Lord's doing, and 
it is marvellous in our eyes.“ We have scarce a chapel 
in the circuit, but what is far too small to contain the 
people who wish to hear the word, We have had some 
remarkable conversions, one of which J met with on 
Friday last. While the first hymn was singing, I sa 
a woman fall down as if struck with death; I begged 
dur friends to take her out. After some time she reco- 
vered, and came in again, in the greatest distress. 
When the sermon was over, our friends prayed with her 
and she soon found peace with God, She then testified 
F 
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to the congregation, “That she came on purpose to per- 
secute, and laugh at the people that were weeping for 
their sins, but while the hymn was singing, divine con- 
viction powerfully fastened upon her mind: and that she 
19 could now praive a sin- 2 God. 2 


O method 5 is, a preaching, to get some of the 
Leaders to pray, which is continued some times, to a 
very late hour. I spent a happy night last Monday in 
one of our little societies, where we could Scarce get 
any to hear us, and the society was more like the shadow 
of one than any thing else; not more than about four- 
teen in number: But on that night we had a chapel full 
of people, and after adding forty-two to their number, 
1 stayed and prayed with them till midnight: And al- 
though I did not get to rest till three o'clock, I was 
awaked early in the morning with the cries of the dis- 
tressed who came to the house where I was, to know | 
what they must do to be saved? Mr. Stanley was cal- 
led upon to visit a family who were in great distress: 
when he entered the house he found the mistress praying 
in one corner; the son (who had been a vile persecutor) 
in another; the daughter in another; and the servant 
mad in another; and a young boy, Who had Lo ated” 
| liberty a few days before, in the middle of the room, 
praying for them all! There are many children in the 
circuit on whom I believe there is a good work: Some 
of our friends meet them once a week as a class. I was 
called upon some time past to pray with a gentleman, an 
officer in the army, and other respectable men; together 
with some of the most dressy young women of the place: 


_ 


1 found them greatly distressed in mind, their eyes wel. 


led with weeping, and their hearts ready to break, After 1 85 


prayer and conversation, some of them found their minds 
relie ved, and others I left as I found them. On the Sunday | 
following I conversed with two of them, who gave a- 
pleasing account of the change that was wrought on 
their minds: I have likewise heard of another, with 


whom I prayed at the same time, who had been seek- 


ing the Lord in prayer for six days and nights. with. 
Scarce any intermission, who has found him to the joy of 
his heart. You may easily suppose, that in such a 
work as this, there is some times a little appearance of 
wildness: But I assure you there is very little, The 
Prayer-meetings are carried on by. judicious persons in 
most places, who prevent that which they SUPPOSE 1 is. not 
| of God, from running to any great length. 
Lam your affectionate Brother, 
OWEN DAVIES. 


——— 


4 Letter from Mr. Hodgson, to Mr. B. Rbeder, 


— LCLN 


. Redruth 2 255 1799. 
My dear Friend and Brother, 


. am happy in having an pre of giving yu 
some account of the great revival of Religion in Redruth 
Circuit, since Christmas last. Immediately after the 
last Conference many Societies in our Circuit began to 
pray fervently for a revival; and while they were thus 


engaged, their faith encreased, and they were filled 


e 
5 with the blessed hope chat God would $kortly answer 

their supplications. In the mean time, there were fre. 

quent intimations of the breaking out of the work, like 
= drops before the shower . which so encouraged us who. 
laboured in the Circuit, that we renewed cur resolutions 
to be given up, through grace, to the work, as the 
heart of one man. Ihe Lord owned our labours more 
than ever, and sinners were convinced and converted in 
many places. I shall ne ver forget that memorable time 
which we had at the close of the last year in Redruth 
Chapel ; at midnight, while I was giving out the hymn, 
Blow ye the trumpet, blow, —I was so affected 
that 1 knew not how to proceed. So clearly did I see 
the willingness of God to save sinners, that many times, 
in the concluding prayer, F was obliged to stop, and 
almost the whole congregation were overwhelmed in 


- 


/ 


The next Sunday evening, the Covenant was re- 
newed at Truro, which was a solemn time to many 
souls. One person who was in great distress, found 
peace in a short time. The week after, many souls in 
Truto found the same blessing. From that time the 
Work has revived in such a manner, that the Scciety, 
which was then 130 in number, is now 280. In Red- 
ruth there has been an addition of zoo members, in 
Gwennap, 200; in St. Agness, 400: in Whealruse, 
Perran well, Kearley, Bollingey, Cuthbert, Stithians, 
Tuckingmill, &c. the work prospers greatly. In short, 
since last Christmas there have been added, upwards of 
two thousand five hundred members in this Circuit; 
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most of whom were ; converted to God before they : 
5 n. e 


May remarkable instances T” divine power have 


been manifested in the present revival of religion; it is 
impossible to enumerate them all, bat I shall mention a 
few particulars. The beginning of the revival at 
Whealrose was very singular. A young girl had been 
in great distress for many hours, and would not rest 
until the Lord spoke peace to her soul. The day after, | 
| he went to her work, but her companions began to 
| mock her, on account of the distress she had felt; but so 


for from being discouraged, she immediately kneeled 
down and prayed for her persecutors. . Her prayers 


were answered; — the hand of God laid hold of them; 
many of them cried aloud for mercy, and continued 


o to do until one of our friends came by, and took the 


; distressed into Whealrose preaching house, where they 
continued, with many more who assembled with them, 


until day- light next morning; during which time many 


found peace with God. The day after I preached at 
Cuthbert, when two persons found peace, and several 

others were awakened, March 1, I was much cast down in 

my mind, in reflecting on the state of the work at 
Bollingey, when a Brother came into the r and told 


me, that he believed God would revive his work that 


5 night at that place. Awhile afterwards J retired, and Vs 
in faith pleaded the promises of God before his Throne, 


and found encouragement to believe that he would that 


night fulfil them. At the time appointed I went to the a 
n and found more rde than n 28 


= 
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My heart was enlarged in prayer and preaching, when 
just as I was concluding the sermon, a young woman 
fell on her knees, with strong cries and tears, I im- 
mediately gave out a verse of a hymn, and went down 


from the pulpit to enquire into the cause of her distress. 


She replied, © I want a sanctified heart.” Fearing lest 
she did not understand her own reply, I asked, © Do 
you know that God hath pardoned your sins?” She 
answered, —* Yes, but I cannot rest a moment till my 
soul is cleansed from all sin.“ 1 then directed her to 
the promises of the Gospel, and exhorted her to receive 
them by faith. In a few minutes, while we were 
wrestling in prayer, the Lord spoke the blessing to her 
heart; and she still ves in the enjoyment of it, Several 
in the Circuit have received lately the same blessing, andT 
have not heard of one of them who has lost a sense of it. That 
evening, three more found the pardoning love of God. 
- Since that time many have joined those societies. On 
| Saturday, the 2d, I went to St. Agness, and as brother 
Simmonds had had a remarkable time the preceding 
week, I found the people in full expectation of a pouring 
out of the spirit of God. In the evening, many were 
| deeply affected, some by distress, others thro* joy. Af 
ter preaching, at the request of the Leaders, I desired 
only the Society to stop, and those who had proposed to 
join that evening; but not one would move out of the 
chapel; and as many were in distress, it was thought 
adviseable to pray with them, which the brethren did, 
until three o'clock in the morning, before the people 
were entirely dismissed, in which meeting many found 
peace. Sunday 3, at half past nine, I again went to the 


chapel, and found the place so crowded, that I could 


scarcely get to the pulpit. As the congregation were 
singing, I immediately went to prayer, but could not 
make the people hear by reason of the cries of the dis- 


tressed. When we rose from our knees, I found that 
every attempt to preach was ineffectual, The Leaders 
therefore began to pray with them, while at the same 
time, (as long as I could stay,) I assisted, sometimes by 
prayer with individuals, at other times, by rectifying 
aay thing that required it. It was very affecting to 3 


see, in one part of the chapel, a grey-headed sinner re- 
turning to God; —on the one hand, a company of young 


girls, and on the other, ten or twelve boys, earnestly 


engaged with God for pardon. 


There was a particular circumstance which drew _ 


tears from many eyes Ha parent who had wrestled with 


the Lord in prayer for his two children, till they both 
found peace, when he took them into the pulpit, and tho 
they could scarcely be seen, they lifted up their hands to 
heaven, and with tears of humble praise, calmly told the 


co gregation what the Lord had done for their souls. 


Notwithstanding the number of persons that have 


been added to the Societies in this Circuit since last 


Christmas, yet the ſar greater part of them retain their 
sincerity; they walk as circumspectly as if they had 
b:en in the Society twenty years; the fear of God is be. 


fore their eyes, not only when they are under the means 
of grace, but likewise with their families, — shops, and 


markets; —and even when they are in the bowels of the 


earth, they praise God with joyful lips, and offer up their 


2 . 


56 
supplications to him. The change that is wrought in 
their hearts, is demonstrated by the purity of their 
lives; —they are sober, industrious, and strictly honest; 
they are saved from the sins which formerly led them cap- 
tive; and their patience, meekness, and general good-will 
and kindness toward all men, are so undeniably evident, 
that even their opposers are constrained to be silent; 
scarce any one ventures to ridicule Religion, or treat 
with contempt those who. are Eng the Salvation of - 


i Ra no] 


With regard to mynelf and. fallow-labourers, we are 
truly thankful that the Providence of God brought us 
into Cornwall; we are united in one spirit, and labour 
together chearfully for the good of souls. All the re- 
turn that I can make to God for his wonderful mercies, 
is to devote both body and soul to his work and glory. 
Had I ten thousand lives they should all be spent in his 
service. May I ever be faithful to the grace given, 
that when I have finished my work below, I ny in- 
, aaa bog rs 
I remain your ry Brother, 
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Leiter from Mr. A. Mather, giving an Account of the 
. Revival of Religion at Hull, in T. orkehire, 
| Continued from P* 19. ] | 


0 the 12th of May, the Lord has fwnoured us 
with refreshing seasons, but we have not had so many 
instances of persons heing under deep convictions, 
and consequently not so many clear conversions. It 
is difficult, tho' perhaps, not impossible, to assign the 
reasons of this decline. Those Who have seen 
extraordinary revivals of Religion, know that it is im- 
possible on these occasions to prevent irregularities; 
and that even an attempt to remove some inconveni- 
ences, at such a season, is too frequently succeeded 
by an interruption of that fervency of spirit, and live- 
ly exercise of faith and hope, which are so necessary 
for facilitating the increase and progress of the 
work. Some religious persons of other denominations, 
exclaimed, That this work was too sudden in itself, 
* and irregular in its manner, to be of God.” These 
reflections being spread through the different circles 
of their acquaintance, had probably a tendency to les- 
sen the ardour of those who were zealous for the 
cause of God, and discouraged others who were seek- 
ing salvation. But the clamour that was raised on 
account of the meetings being sometimes continued 


„ late hour, seemed of greater importance; espe- 


cially as it was insinuated, that it was not only disa> 

_ greeable to many families, but offensive to the magis- 
trates. These considerations induced us to attempt 

| . regulations, i in the most gentle \ way, so as scare | 
6 
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15 to be perceived. And we supposed ourselves justi- 
fied in our proceedings, as we acted from the motive of 


preserving civil and religious Peace. Yet we are now 


doubtful, that our well-meant endeavours to remove 
every stumbling block out of the way, has given a 
check to the work; and that we have been more 
anxious to please men, and avoid a part of the cross, 

= than to bear reproach, for ihe sake of Christ, 


Many instances might be given of remarkable 


_ conversions, but at present 1 shall only Select two or 7 


three, | 


A zeryant of Mr. 8 85 came on evening to the | 


| prayer- meeting; she had no idea of what she was 
coming for, only having heard that the people went to 
those meetings and were blessed. She was so exceed- 
ing ignorant, as scarce to know that she had a soul 
that must live for ever. She had not been in the meet- 
ing a few hours before she was thoroughly awaken- 
ed and truly converted; and returned home rejoicing 
and praising God. Her mistress has observed her 
conduct very narrowly ever since, and testifies, that 
ber whole deportment gives the ſullert evidence of 
the reality of the change. 


A Servant of Mr. C—'s, of Coltinghan, came to 


| the market; and being informed ofthe prayer-meet- 
ings, and the benefit that many people found at them, 
was $0 affected that she resolved to stay all night i in. 

order to be present at one of them; saying to herself, 


J can but lose my place, and what is that to the sal- 


vation of my soul?” Soon after the meeting be- 


tan, she was convinced of her fallen state, and sensi- 


i 


ble of the burden of sin; and before midnight receiv- 
ed a sense of pardoning merey. Next morning she 
returned home rejoicing in the Lord, to the astonish- _ 
ment of her mistress, who is a pious person, and ex- 
presses great satisfaction in the evident change that 
her servant manifests in alther conduct and tempers, 
Re poor Magdalen strolled one night into the 
chapel, and came forward into the vestry where 


many were wrestling in prayer with the disfressed, | 


who were crying for mercy, which struck her with 
amazement; which another woman observing, spoke 
to her, and asked, Do not you want the convert- © 
4 ing power of Grace? Do not you desire to be hap- 
py?” To which she answered, I am not happy 
now z nor do I know how to be so. The woman 
then took her aside, and explained to her the way of 
salvation through faith in Christ; and then left her to 
speak to some others. Returning soon after, she : 
found the poor prostitute on her knees, weeping, and 
intreating some to pray with her; in a short time the, 
Lord answered the supplications of his servants, and 
visited the trembling, guilty sinner in mercy, removg 
ing from her the burden and power of sin, quicken- 
ing and renewing her soul in righteousness; and she 
went away rejoicing in the Lord. She had made an 
appointment on board of a vessel, but wrote a line, 
informing them, That she could not come; that 
God had opened her eyes, and mercifully forgiven 


her past offences; and she would die for want, ra- 


ther than ſollow that wicked course any more.“ 
The work of God has likewise revived in sundry 
„„ 
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places in the country part of the Circuit. At Bever- 
; ley, where there has been great deadness ſor a long . 
season, twenty persons have lately found Peace with 


_ God. Some of them were not V ere, but 
5 enemies to Godliness. 


At Thearn, a mall village, on Tuesday evening, 
April 8, after Mr. Brown had done preaching, nine 
persons were converted in the prayer- meeting; among 
them were two brothers, one was twelve years old, 
and the other only eight; next day they each of. 
them wrote a letter to their relations, describing the 
Work which the Lord had wrought upon their souls, 
and the consolations they experienced, interspersed 
with pertinent remarks and observations, that would 
not have discredited persons who have been long ac- 
quainted with the things of God: So true it is, that 
when he teaches, there is no delay in learning. On 
the F riday evening after, three persons belonging to 
one family, were much affected in the public meeting. 
_ Upon returning home, their distress increased to such 
. a degree as to alarm the family, who sent and called 
up some of our friends to pray with them. Their 
Prayers were answered, and the God of nanny re- 
vealed himself to che penitent mourners. 
At River-brid ge, our prospeet has been but very tis. 
couraging for a long season; neither the young, nor 
the old, regarding the things which make for their 
peace. Some of the aged, would hear us attentively 
on the Sunday ſorenoon, and seemed affected while 
under the Word, nevertheless they continued to walk 
as they did before: But the younger would neither 
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be governed nor instructed. In order to promote 
their reformation, a Sunday School was set up in the 
; place, and two of our brethren undertook to teach the 
children gratis. At first, a considerable number 
of children attended regularly, but they soon became 


quite careless, and followed the example of the elder 


boys, who were wholly addicted to Sabbath- breaking. 
The young people of the village had formed a plan 
ſor a foot - ball match on Easter. Monday, and some of 
them spent Good Friday, in preparing the instru- 
ment for their diversion. On Easter Sunday, the | 
leader of our Society went in the afternoon to 
| Hotham church (about four miles distant) and some 
of the young people accompanied him, which he 
thought strange, as they were wont to shun all con- 
verse with him. He improved the opportunity, and 


spoke very close to them, on the danger of living in 


sin, and the necessity of repentance. They heard the 


Sermon in the church with more than common atten- 


tion; and as soon as the service was over, they joined 
him again, and he resumed his former conversation all 


the way home, with which they appeared well satis- 
fied. At parting, the leader said to them, « Lads, 


we shall have a prayer meeting at eight o'clock; if 


any of you please to come, you shall be very welcome; 


and bring as many with you as you think proper.” 
They came accordingly, and brought some of their 


companions with them. The meeting was very so- 


lemn, and the young fo'ks were much affected, and | 
although it continued a considerable time, they were 
nnwilling to $0 away: 
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Ihe leader was present at that remarkable Love- 
feast at Hull, (already mentioned in this narrative) 
and not only noticed the progress of the work, but 
likewise was engaged in prayer, and speak ing to those 
who were under the power of conviction; numbers 

of whom he had seen happily released from the guilt 
| and dominion of sin; and this evening he perceived a 
probability of a similar work at River-bridge, but was 
_ afraid they Should not be able to continue the meet- 
ing, as there were only three or four persons present, 
who had any tolerable gift of Prayer: He therefore | 
| requested one of the brethren to go out, and endea- 
vour to get help, as the distress of the lads and young 

men increased so much, as not to be concealed any 

| longer ; for their cries were heard in the street, and 
many persons began to assemble about the door. In 
the mean time, the leader requested one of our society, 
who had been converted in her youth, and whose ex- 
perience was clear and scriptural, to give the people 
a particular relation of God's dealings with her soul. 
This she was enabled to do, notwithstanding she was 
at that time under affliction, in so lively and striking 
a a manner, that every sentence took place in the minds 
ol the people, and increased their desires, and en- 
: couraged them to hope for the mercy of God. Not 
only the house was filled with people, but the stairs 
and work-shop, and many stood without. Some 
came out of curiosity, to hear or see something new; 
but the greater part were concerned for their souls. 

In the village were some persons who were not 
only enlightened, but they really had tasted that the 
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Lord is gracious, and walked comfortably for some 
| years, in the profession and practice of religion, till 
| the thorns of deceitſul riches, and the desire of other 
things, had well nigh choaked the good seed. Our 
brother who went to call i in assistance, ran to their 
houses without ceremony, and delivered his message 
faichſully. Particularly, one respectable family that 
he visited, he addressed the master of it to this pur— 

pose, «Mr. C—, yonder are three of your children 
ein great distress for their souls! F or Christ's sake, 
 %come and help us to pray for them, that he may be 
_ & merciful to them, and forgive all their sins!” Mr, 

C followed him: with some difficulty he got into 
the room, and fell down upon his knees, For an hour 


he continued in an agony of prayer for his own soul, 
till the Lord restored unto him the Light of his Coun- 
| tenance, and once more filled him with peace and 
Joy in believing. He then was exceedingly helpful, 


not only to his own children, but to every one that was . 


in distress. That night, upwards of twenty were 
enabled to praise God for the manifestation of his 
: pardoning love. PEE 


OTE, In 3 of this blessed revival at tie | 
Bridge, the young people engaged themselves on 
Easter Monday, in a quite different employment from 
| that which they originally intended, and had made 
provision for: The instrument which they had idoli- 
ned, and expected to be the source of abundance of 
happiness to them, now became the object of their 
hatred and condemnation. When the question was 
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ngitated among them, © What shall be done with the 
foot- ball? One said, “let us sell it.” But another 
replied, No; that cannot be right; for if it is a 
4 gnare to us, it must be the same to others; there- 
4 fore, let us not sell it, but destroy it.” To this de- 
termination they all fully agreed; and after it was 
cout in pieces, they threw it away with utter detesta- 
tion. | by © | 
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dyke: Mr. Brown preached there on Wednesday, 
and afterwards kept a prayer-meeting, where many 
found peace; and like wise at all the prayer-meetings, 
which were every night that week at the Bridge. 
In about a fornight, upwards of one hundred persons 


were set at liberty. At the end of three weeks, I 


visited the new converts at the Bridge and Gilber- 
dyke, and spoke to most of them; I found them truly 
alive to God, and athirst for all the blessings of the 


Gospel. I remarked, that many of them were under 


fourteen years of age, that their parents were, in ge- 
neral, altogether careless : I could not help observing 
the divine goodness, in supplying the lack of ungodly 
parents, and reproving them, by so wonderfully con- 
verting their children. While I was preaching at the 
Bridge on Monday evening, I was obliged to stop 
three times, to praise God for delivering souls from 


the burden of their sins. After preaching, the pray- 


meeting continued till a late hour, and the Lord mani- 


fested his pardoning mercy to seven persons more ber 


, fore the meeting concluded. 


on Sunday morning, May 5, Ann Leach u was sud . 


5 85 denly taken ill during the time of preaching; she con- 


tinued sensible and happy till next morning, when she 
died. For many years she had been a member of our 
society at Thorner, and adorned her profession by : an 
holy life, and unspotted conversation, and lately came 
to reside at the Bridge among her friends. Mr. J. U. 
one of her relations at Thorner, came over to her fu- 


neral, on Thursday, and tarried till Sunday, when I e 
preached a sermon on the occasion. It pleased the _ 


Lord to awaken his soul that day, and next morning, 
on his return home, his distresses were so great that 
he was obliged to alight from his horse, and apply to 
the Throne of Grace, regardless of every object that 
passed by on the road. He continued in an agony of 
prayer till the Lord revealed forgiving mercy unto 
him, and enabled to pureve his journey with Joy and 
= * 


5 It is not bs wondered at, that the extracedio®y 5 
work at River-bridge, should be the subject of much 
conversation, far and near, and that different con- 
structions were put upon it ;—some saying, It is 
only among the children and young people, and will 
soon come to nothing: others replying; „It could 5 


be no work of God, because it was so sudden, and 4 
attended with much noise and disorder.“ However, 


they generally acknowledged, that for the present, 
there was a very great alteration for the better among 
the people; no cursing or swearing, or horrible lan- 
guage, being now heard in the streets, no sabbath- 


breaking, or assemblies of young people in the fields 


| for the purpose of vain and wicked diversions on the 
: Lord” s-day; and therefore, it is matter of thankful- 
| nest * wt 0 much mot is —_ done. 5 
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.N ince that time, Ser continues to proper, 

oka has spread to many other villages, where ten, fif- 
teen, and twenty persons, have been converted at a 
meeting, and sometimes more; so wonderfully does 
the Lord visit his people with the convincing and sav- 
ing influences, whereby they are turned from dark- 
"One to Tight, ys "I: the power of Satan unto God. 
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